
NO NEED TO WAIT!

FREEJANUARY / FEBRUARY 2023 FREE

BelongBelong

OUR BIG 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OUTREACH

LOOKING BACK, 
LOOKING 
FORWARD

ENGAGING 
OUR 

COMMUNITY

A CANDID 
CONVERSATION 
WITH PAUL 



The ancient Israelites recited their history as a 
reminder of who they were in the world, what their 
relationship with God was, and how they were 
supposed to respond to the God of their salvation. 
Their expressed who they were, and how they 
were to live. Deuteronomy tells us one of their 
confessions:

My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went 
down into Egypt with a few people and lived there 
and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 
But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, 
putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the 
Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our 
voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with 
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LOOKING BACK, 
LOOKING FORWARD 

BY JOSEPH TKACH
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miraculous signs and wonders. He brought us to this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil 
that you, O Lord, have given me. (Deuteronomy 
26:5-10)

Remembering our salvation history is part of our 
worship. It is part of our confession and part of our 
understanding of who we are before God and how 
we are to respond to him in the world. That is one 
reason most Christians celebrate Advent, Easter and 
other commemorations of our Savior. These say 
something about who we are, because they rehearse 
the story that is central to our lives and our identity. 
Jesus the Christ defines who we are in the world.

We do not know exactly when the story began. 
The creation story starts simply “in the beginning.” 
We do not know when Adam was created, nor do 
we know exactly when the Word became flesh. We 
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do not need to know. However, we know that the 
Incarnation happened at a definite point in history, 
as recorded by the Gospel writers Matthew and 
Luke. The story is unparalleled good news, and 
because it is, we celebrate. It is good news for us, 
and good news for the entire world.

The Christian church has a history, too. In one 
way, we could say that it began before Moses, with 
the call of Abraham. In another way, we could say 
it began with Jesus’ birth, or with his calling of 
his disciples, or with his death and resurrection. 
From any viewpoint, of course, we could say that 
the Pentecost recorded in Acts 2 was a significant 
beginning point for the church. The rest of the 
book of Acts expands the story, helping us see our 
connection to the Jesus who died and rose again, 
and how the church spread from Jerusalem into a 
worldwide mission. Rehearsing the story, we are 
reminded of who we are and our call to be about 
our Father’s business. 

Church history marches onward, though most of 
it did not become part of Scripture, as Acts did. 
The martyrdoms of Polycarp, of Perpetua, and of 
many others, help us glimpse the faith of the early 
believers. The rise of Constantine, the council 
of Nicea, the writings of Augustine, the rivalry 
between Rome and Constantinople, were major 
developments that helped shape the future of the 
church for centuries to come. Sometimes everyone 
“did what was right in their own eyes.” Sometimes 
there was a powerful leader who ruled well, and 
sometimes there was a leader who abused the people 
with excessive power. There were times of sin, of 
captivity, of exile and of restoration.

A significant moment came in 1517, when Martin 
Luther challenged the authority of the Roman 
pontiff on doctrinal grounds, resting his case on the 
Word of God. There were significant milestones in 
Geneva, in Holland, in England and in America. 
People remember these milestones, for they help 
shape our identity. Though we are not Lutherans, we 
can identify with the stand of Luther. Though we are 
not Methodists, we can identify with the Aldersgate 
experience of John Wesley, when he found his heart 
strangely warmed as some of Luther’s work about 
the grace of God was read.

We do not want to forget where we have come 
from, how Christ has led us toward himself, and 

how grace liberates us from legalism. Many people 
not in our fellowship have benefitted from our 
story, just as we benefit from Martin Luther’s. Many 
people can identify with our struggle, with seeing 
our relationship with God in terms of our works, in 
terms of what we do. Many well-meaning Christians 
still need to be liberated with a new and personal 
reformation.

But we do not need a new holiday on our church 
calendar. There is something more important 
to think about than ourselves, and that is Jesus 
Christ. He is where our salvation begins, where our 
reformation begins, where our identity is centered 
and where our response is given. Our identity and 
our life are based on God made flesh, on God so 
humble as to freely choose to be born in poverty and 
oppression as one of us.

What ironies! Jesus, a Jew, was persecuted by Herod, 
king of the Jews, but Jesus found a safe place among 
the Gentiles, in Egypt. But he did not remain in 
safety – he returned to his people, to be rejected by 
them in his home town and in the capital city. He 
was killed by religious leaders who prided themselves 
on their superior ethics, and by political leaders who 
prided themselves on the administration of justice.
The Holy One died a cursed death, the Righteous 
One became sin for us. The Author of Life died – all 
because we humans could not be saved in any other 
way. We could not save ourselves. Our only hope 
was that God himself would come to us as one of us, 
that he would be without sin and be a sin offering 
for us.

This is where our identity is – in humility, in 
suffering, in trusting God from birth to death. Jesus 
set that example and calls us to follow him. Our 
story begins, as Matthew tells it, with Abraham. Our 
story includes Gentile ancestors, a prostitute and 
an adulterer, and a woman who became pregnant 
before marriage. The glory of God was hidden in 
Mary’s womb in what was, as far as everyone else 
could see, scandalous circumstances. The glory of 
God is often hidden today, too, isn’t it?

That is our identity – humility and sometimes 
shame. We don’t look like much, even though the 
glory of God is living within us. Our story begins in 
shame, in sin, in God seeking us. We have nothing 
to boast about; we must simply admit our inability 
and look to God for mercy – mercy he has already 



shown to us and guaranteed for us in Jesus Christ. 
Our story becomes merged with his, a story that 
includes shame and a glory that is hidden until the 
resurrection.

Jesus is not only our point of identity, he also shapes 
the response we give to God. The formula “Be 
holy, for I am holy” is given shape by the saying 
“Be merciful, for I am merciful” (Luke 6:36). Or, 
“Forgive, as I have forgiven you” (Colossians 3:13). 
God’s graciousness toward us, shown most tangibly 
in Jesus Christ, carries with it the power to be 
gracious toward others. In him, we can do for them 
what he has done for us. This is how ethics is built 
in the new covenant; this is how grace teaches us 
to have godly lives (Titus 2:11-12). As he has loved 
us, we are freed to love others – tangibly, not just in 
pious sentiments.

We trust our lives to Jesus and know that our 
salvation is secure in him. We are freed from the 
fear of death, freed from the fear of persecution, 
freed from the fear of ridicule, freed from feelings 
of insecurity. Because we are secure in Christ, we 
are free to do good works despite the negative 
consequences that sometimes come with good 
works in this fallen world  –  and we are free not to 
withhold forgiveness until the other person has been 
punished enough or is sorry enough. We are free to 
forgive right away.

We are also free in Christ to worship any time, any 
place. We are free in Christ to meet when it is most 
expedient for the congregation and the mission 
field, rather than when it is most comfortable for us 
personally. In short, we are free to join one another 
in the stable and make the feed trough our bed, to 
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“REMEMBERING OUR SALVATION 
HISTORY IS PART OF OUR 

WORSHIP. IT IS PART OF OUR 
CONFESSION AND PART OF OUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF WHO WE 

ARE BEFORE GOD AND HOW WE 
ARE TO RESPOND TO HIM IN THE 

WORLD ”.

serve one another in the love of our Savior, to be 
harmless as doves, wise as owls and always willing to 
learn.

Time cannot stand still. We can reminisce about 
and reflect on our journey, but our focus must not 
stay there. We must move on, for our journey is not 
yet done. Christ has commanded us, “Go, make 
disciples, baptize them and teach them to do what I 
have commanded” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Our understanding is shaped by our history, but 
our future is in Christ. Our vision is informed by 
the past, but it exists for the future. Any attention 
we give to our history is pointless unless we also ask 
how it shapes what we do right now, and how it 
affects our ultimate destination. So where we were 
five years ago may not be as important as where we 
plan to be five years from now. What kind of people 
do we want to be  –  rather, what do we believe 
Christ wants us to be?

Whether we look backward or look forward, let’s 
make sure that we look to Jesus. It is to him that 
we owe our lives, it is in him and for him that we 
live and move and have our being. It is his kingdom 
that we belong to and serve. Christ the King, born 
in a manger, pleased to dwell with the humble who 
admit their need for him.

Joseph Tkach was GCI President from 1995 to 2018. 
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Grace Communion Market Harborough is a not 
yet, but, we hope, soon to be, church plant here in 
Market Harborough. We have been spending lots 
of time in prayer and preparation, seeking God’s 
guidance and direction as in all things – and, as 
usual, he did not disappoint!

You can have all the ideas in the world about how to 
do good, how to best help others, and how to serve 
your community. And, they may all be very good 
ideas!  The very best ideas, however, are always of 
and from our Lord God. He knows all things and 
all people and all circumstances. So, we stepped out 
in faith fully believing it was God who prompted 
us to host a Christmas Day meal for those that had 
nowhere else to be, those on their own or who may 
be struggling in some way, and for those who would 
prefer to spend the day with others.Our aim was 
to include anyone and everyone who wanted to be 
involved. 

It is a tragedy that there are so many lonely people 
in our communities. To give people a place to be, 
with others who want to spend time together and to 
get to know them, is a beautiful thing. As one of our 
guests put it, ‘it’s the best Christmas present they 
could wish for’.

This is what we did on Christmas Day. We got a 
team together, hired a local hall, and opened up 
the event to whoever wanted take part on the day. 
We organised food and the team put on a beautiful 
spread for around 40 people – no one went hungry! 
We had beautiful decorations, lifts to and from the 
event for those who needed them, seasonal Christian 
music, a screening of the King’s Speech (by popular 
demand), played some games and gave out gifts to 
every one of our guests and volunteers  –  all under 
the leadership of Jesus Christ.

BY SINEAD HENDERSON
info@gracecom.church

OUR BIG NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OUTREACH 

As well as welcoming guests to the event, we also 
enjoyed the company and support of some local 
people who loved what we were doing and wanted 
to volunteer their time and energy. These volunteers 
were introduced to our church family and got to 
know a little of who we were and, of course, why we 
were doing what we were doing – and for whom!

At the event we introduced ourselves as Grace 
Communion Market Harborough, we asked a 
blessing over the meal, and we had Christian 
messages and scriptures around the room. We gave 
our visitors a gift of a Bible along with some church 
stationery in addition to gift bags that included 
some toiletries and sweet treats plus an invitation to 
our next community event in February, to which we 
have already had an overwhelming response  –  so I 
think we ought to get planning!

We hope this is the beginning of something special 
here in Market Harborough but that is in God’s 
hands – as with all things. Please do pray for our 
ongoing outreach and service. 

May God bless everyone who has a heart to serve by 
showing you your next step. To Him be all the glory, 
honour and praise.

Sinead Henderson is a member of GCI Northampton.



Ten days after Jesus’ ascension, the Holy Spirit 
was poured out upon the church. For the next two 
(plus) decades, the church had to depend on two 
foundations – the Hebrew Scriptures and the Holy 
Spirit to show the interpretation of those Scriptures. 
Jesus had told them after his resurrection that the 
Old Testament law and the Prophets pointed to 
him. For a few decades, the church used those two 
pillars to step forward into proclaiming Christ to the 
world. For the past two thousand years, the church 
has not only had the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
Holy Spirit, but also the New Testament writings.

The New Testament writings would be odd without 
the Hebrew scriptures to give them context. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus and the four authors 
quote the Hebrew Scriptures. The book of Hebrews 
and the book of Revelation are often one quote after 
another from the Hebrew scriptures – all stitched 
together to reveal more of Jesus Christ. Virtually 
every symbol, expression, image and concept 
in Hebrews and the Revelation comes from the 
Prophets, with major concepts from Genesis, Psalms 
and elsewhere.

The New Testament writers tell us that many of 
the Hebrew Scriptures are shadows. Paul says in his 
letter to believers in Colosse that the key parts of the 
Hebrew Scriptures are shadows:

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat 
or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 
Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow 
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GROWING FROM SHADOWS 
TO REALITY 

BY GLEN WEBER
info@gracecom.church

It is our privilege to move from the shadows to participate 
in the reality of what the actions of Jesus mean in our life.

6



Spirit, we can turn to see what the actual image/
object is that is casting the shadow. How do we see 
Christ in that image/parable/narrative? For example, 
it is when we understand who Jesus is – when we 
grow in grace and knowledge by spending time with 
him – that we understand the sabbaths and holy 
days mentioned by Paul in Colossians 2 point to 
Jesus being our rest and the ultimate sacrifice. He 
replaced the old days of worship and the sacrificial 
system with himself. He is what they all pointed 
to. We might get physical rest on a seventh-day 
Sabbath, but the day doesn’t give us hope, healing, 
and promise. Jesus is our eternal rest; it is in 
him that we have our hope, our healing, and the 
fulfilment of God’s promises. Believers had to offer 
sacrifices year after year, symbolizing our constant 
need for forgiveness, reconciliation, and redemption. 
Jesus’ one sacrifice gave us complete forgiveness, 
reconciliation and redemption.

Let’s illustrate this with our proverbial cathedral. 
We might first see the shadow of the cathedral that 
is often much larger than the actual building. As we 
turn, or get closer, we start to see the details of the 
building, and we begin to appreciate the structure. 
We might take a photo and walk on. But that is to 
miss out on the purpose of the building. To truly 
experience the purpose of the building, we need 
to walk in, take in the beauty, and then participate 
in the worship. The purpose of the cathedral is to 
provide an atmosphere to worship Jesus.

In all three passages quoted above, we are told 
the various requirements, activities and structures 
(tabernacle/temple) of the Hebrew Scriptures are 
“shadows of things to come.” The purpose for those 
days and sacrifices was to point us to Jesus – his 
incarnation, his life, his death, his resurrection, his 
ascension – and to what he means to creation and 
humanity.

Maximus the Confessor (580-662) wrote:

For the entire mystery of our salvation has been wisely 
arranged to unfold in a shadow; an image, and truth. 
The law has but a shadow, as the divine apostle says, 
of the good things to come; it was not the image of 
the realities themselves, through which God the Word 
prepared those under the law to receive the Gospel, 
in the manner that was appropriate to them, that is, 
through a dim manifestation of the truth.

of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is 
found in Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17)

The shadows point to the reality – Christ. The writer 
of Hebrews also tells us about these shadows.

They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of 
what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when 
he was about to build the tabernacle. “See to it that you 
make everything according to the pattern shown you on 
the mountain.” (Hebrews 8:5)

The law is only a shadow of the good things that 
are coming – not the realities themselves. For this 
reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated 
endlessly year after year, make perfect those who 
draw near to worship. (Hebrews 10:1)

If we are walking through nature, we can see the 
shadow of a tree and have a good idea of the type 
of tree near us – evergreen or large deciduous tree. 
However, the shadow is gray and without detail. We 
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“THE WORSHIP CALENDAR HELPS 
US STAY FOCUSED ON JESUS - 
WHO HE IS, WHO WE ARE IN 

HIM, AND WHO OTHERS ARE IN 
HIM ”.

don’t know the details of the tree. If it is during the 
autum, season, have the leaves begun to change and 
if so, what colour are they?

Another example could be touring through one of 
the great cities of the world and noticing the shadow 
of a large cathedral. Again, unless we turn and 
look at the building, we will not know any detail. 
It would be silly to take photos of the shadow, and 
when we arrive home, show people our shadow 
photos! We would want to take photos of the actual 
building to show its beauty and detail.

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures (and even much 
of the New Testament), we see shadows continually 
pointing to the reality, who is Jesus. Through the 
leadership of the Biblical text writers and the Holy 
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How does this apply to us today? In our early 
denominational history, we dwelled on the 
shadows, and we did not focus on the reality of 
Jesus. Yes, we learned from the shadows, but what 
we ultimately learned is that we needed to turn 
to whose shadow we were focused on. When we 
did, the shadows all made sense. We moved from 
the shadows to worshipping Jesus – his birth, life, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and return. This has 
motivated us to add the events in Jesus’ life to our 
worship calendar.

It’s like moving from seeing the shadow of the 
cathedral to joining worship within. The worship 
calendar helps us stay focused on Jesus – who he 
is, who we are in him, and who others are in him. 
They help us stay focused on Jesus fulfilling the Law 
and the Prophets, on his baptism for humanity, 
on his forgiveness for all, on the gift of grace and 
reconciliation for all, on the blessing of participating 
in the relationship of the Father, Son and Spirit.  

As we grow in relationship with Jesus, we see great 
significance in the Christian calendar, and we teach 
the various Christian worship events – Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Easter Preparation (Lent), 
Palm Sunday, Passion week, Easter, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, Ascension, and Christ the King 
Sunday.
I’ve had to challenge myself to move on from 
describing the cathedral to actually experiencing the 
reality. When I first began to understand, I could 
give a sermon on the Ascension and use Acts 1 and 
other passage to say, “Jesus ascended!” and give a 
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fairly effective sermon about the historical fact of the 
Ascension. Ultimately, it was when I began studying 
more deeply, I began to understand and teach the 
reality of the Ascension.

Jesus didn’t just go into the presence of the 
Godhead. Jesus became our High Priest and 
Mediator – connecting the Father to us and us to 
the Father. He also became our King among kings 
(remember Revelation 5 says we are a kingdom 
of priests) and Lord among lords. Jesus didn’t just 
ascend; he took humanity into the presence of God 
and delivered all of humanity and all the created 
order into reconciliation with the Father. It is our 
privilege to move from the shadows to participate in 
the reality of what the actions of Jesus mean in our 
life. May we become more aware personally and lead 
people around us to see and experience the deep 
reality of Jesus Christ!

Glen Weber is part of the Regional Support Team, 
Central U.S.
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One of the goals that the Regional Pastors and I set 
for ourselves for the last six months of 2022 was to 
try to visit all of our ordained elders throughout the 
UK and Ireland. During those visits we sometimes 
discussed with them a change to their ministerial 
status.
 
Some years ago GCI introduced the ‘elder emeritus’ 
status  for ministers who had retired from active 
ministry. We are incredibly blessed by God in 
the UK and Ireland in having such loving and 
dedicated ministers, and I am always struck by our 
ministers’ faithfulness to Jesus, their loyalty to our 
denomination, their desire to serve our members 
and contacts, and their love for them.
 
The reality of life, however, means that sometimes 
our ministers no longer live near a local GCI 
congregation. In other cases, there might be health 
issues, or personal circumstances, that mean a 
minister may need or wish to step back from active 
ministry. If this happens, we might discuss with 
them the idea of updating their status to retired 
minister (‘elder emeritus’).
 
One of the advantages of having a ‘retired minister’ 
status is that it can help our congregations and 
members understand what expectations our 
members should have of them, and, in addition, it 
helps our ministers understand the expectations the 
denomination has of them.
 
Retired ministers continue to be a part of the 
Church. They are expected to remain “an example 
for the believers” (1 Timothy 4:12) and to be 
compliant with the GCI code of ethics for elders 
(https://www.gci.org/articles/code-of-ethics-for-
elders/).
 
A retired minister may continue to anoint members 
and to conduct funerals, but they should also feel 

free to redirect any requests to the nearest active 
minister as they see fit. With respect to performing 
weddings and baptisms, we request that our retired 
ministers redirect any such enquiries to the nearest 
active elder. The reason for this is that we think 
that, in the case of both weddings and baptisms, 
it is important that the individuals involved build 
an ongoing relationship with the active elder of 
the Church (this, of course, does not stop retired 
ministers from being involved in baptisms and 
weddings in a non-official capacity).
 
When our retired ministers attend their local 
congregation there is no longer the automatic 
expectation that they should preach or be regularly 
involved in the service in the way that they used to 
be. We would generally expect our retired ministers 
to speak less often than they did when they were 
active. We would not expect, in most cases, our 
retired ministers to preach in other congregations.
 
We are very grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of all our ministers. When an elder 
becomes an ‘elder emeritus’ there may sometimes 
be a sense of sadness along with feelings of joy and 
appreciation – sadness in that he or she will be less 
active ministerially in the Church going forward, 
but both joy and appreciation for the years of service 
he or she has given to the Church and for his or her 
faithfulness to Jesus Christ.

Gavin Henderson is the GCI European 
Superintendent. 

WHAT IS AN ELDER EMERITUS?

BY GAVIN HENDERSON
info@gracecom.church
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A CONVERSATION WITH PAUL 

“REJOICE IN THE 
LORD ALWAYS. I 

WILL SAY IT AGAIN: 
REJOICE”.

PHIL 4:4

BY MIKE MORRISON 
info@gracecom.church

A candid conversation with the apostle Paul about sharing 
the gospel, part 2 
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“Paul, last time we talked, you talked about how sin has impacted us. 
You used the analogy of pottery and said we are like pottery that is 
broken beyond repair. Then you said rather than start over with new 
clay, Jesus demonstrates his love for us by putting us back together, with 
the end product being better than the original.”

 “That’s right. Do you have a follow-up question?”

“I like the pottery analogy; it’s almost like we are in a factory and 
Christ started the machinery working again. Is that what you are 
saying?”

“No, it’s not a mechanized procedure. Emotion is part of it. God 
doesn’t want robots doing ‘correct’ behaviors – he wants thinking, 
living beings choosing to love. Love isn’t programmed – it is chosen. 
And here the pottery analogy breaks down, because in this case the 
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pottery can’t be put back together again unless the 
pottery wants to be put back together. The pottery 
needs to understand what the end result is, and to 
want it.

“We know what love is because Christ Jesus showed 
us what it is, and the goal is that we want that so 
much that we are willing to live for it.

“Christ’s love compels us,” I wrote in one letter. That 
doesn’t mean that it forces us to do something we 
wouldn’t otherwise want to do, as if we have no say 
in the matter. We don’t just sit around waiting for 
Christ to ‘compel’ us to do things. But ‘compel’ is a 
strong word, and I chose it intentionally.

“I’m saying that this is our motivation – we want 
to do this because of what Christ has done for us. 
We are so moved by what he did, and we want to 
participate in that way of life, that we want to do 
what he did. We can’t die for others the way he did, 
but we can live for others, and we look to him for 
direction on what needs to be done. We don’t just 
rush in risking our life just for the sake of risking 
our lives in order to demonstrate our love.

“The desire to do what Christ wants is so strong for 
me that I used the word ‘compel.’ Although I did 
have a choice, I felt like it was the only reasonable 
thing to do. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel 
– not because God is going to zap me if I fail, but 
it’s like you’re at a game show and you purposely 
choose the pile of rags rather than the pile of cash. 
You’d be kicking yourself in the shins for the rest 
of your life. That’s how I’d feel if I didn’t do what 
Christ wants me to do.

“Other believers have different choices. Not 
everyone in Philippi was supposed to join my 
traveling party, or even to go north into Romania. 
Some were supposed to stay in Philippi, to be 
citizens of heaven in the city there, like settlers in 
a foreign land. Christ lays different things on the 
hearts of different people, but the point is that we 
should love him first, and that will mean following 
him, too. We look forward to an eternity filled with 
this depth of emotional commitment, and it begins 
now.”

“I understand now why you risk your life to preach; 
you enjoy it. And each of us should enjoy to some 
extent the challenges involved in love, in thinking of 

others first. It can make us feel good to do something 
good.

“But I still have the original question: Why is it 
important to preach the gospel, when, even if we 
don’t, people are eventually going to find out that 
Christ paid the penalty for them? Is it just so that 
people sin less?

“For example, my neighbors are decent people, 
good neighbors, assets to the community. They are 
comfortable with what they have; they don’t seem to 
be worried about sin or death. They don’t feel any 
need for what Christ can give them. I don’t know 
how to make the gospel seem attractive to them – I 
would just be disrupting their comfortable world, 
and they might have less of the things they like. The 
cash looks like a pile of rags to them.”

“Yes, some people just don’t find the gospel very 
attractive, and they don’t seem to be hugely selfish 
people. They love their families, they do good to 
their neighbors, they help one another through 
difficult times. They get to experience a little bit of 
the love that Christ made us for.
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“Not everyone responds – when I preached in the 
Roman Empire, only a small percentage responded, 
and I rejoiced at this small percentage. But I didn’t 
write much about what happens to the others. God 
will take care of them in the way that he knows is 
best. I have some ideas of what he might do, but 
without any specific revelation from God, perhaps 
it’s best just to say that he’ll take care of them. 
Meanwhile, I’ll do the best I can with what he has 
called me to do.

“But if I think about it, it does trouble me that so 
few respond. I have great anguish in my heart about 
the Jewish people. You’d think that, of all people, 
they’d be the most responsive to a Messiah who took 
care of the sin problem. But no, most of them don’t 
seem to understand why the Creator would have to 
die to solve the problem. I don’t claim to completely 
understand it myself, but I know that Christ didn’t 
die for nothing. If some other way could have 
worked, then God would have proceeded in his plan 
without letting his Son be killed.

“I’d really like for my own ethnic group to get the 
picture. I’d even be willing to trade places with 
them, that I would go back to my self-righteous 
ways, if they could get the picture. But that’s not 
really an option, is it? And besides, I wouldn’t want 
to go back to a life of disrespect for Christ, knowing 
what I know now of how much he loves me and 
what he did for me.

“Trading places is not really an option. I can’t un-
know how good Christ is. And there’s no point 
in seeking good (the salvation of many people) 
by evil means (turning myself away from Christ). 
It wouldn’t work, but still, I have anguish. I wish 
they’d get the picture – if not for their own sake, 
then for Christ’s sake. I would really like for him 
to be given greater honor, greater respect, greater 
allegiance, greater success in his plan for growing 
love within us.

“Evangelism is really about honoring Christ, about 
telling people how good he is – but he and his plan 
for multiplying love cannot be separated. We want 
people to accept the gospel for their own good, even 
if they don’t perceive it as good right now, because it 
honors Christ and his sacrifice for them. He wants 
to bring greater good to them, and we trust that he 
knows what the greater good is. So this is good for 
people, even people who don’t think they need it 

right now. It’s a win-win situation. Honor to Christ, 
and good for the people as well.

However, the details aren’t up to me. I don’t choose 
who will respond; I don’t even choose where to go. 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit sends me in a different 
direction. I’m not the one in charge.”

“Yea, the Holy Spirit. Why doesn’t he do all the 
work? Isn’t he already in all the places we want to go? 
Isn’t he already at work in the people? Wouldn’t he do 
a better job than we would?”

“Well, we might think so, but we have to admit 
that he knows more about it than we do. He is 
accomplishing a work in us at the same time as he’s 
doing it through us, to reach other people. And 
besides, the Spirit isn’t working in the people in the 
same way that he’s working in us.

“Christ reconciled the world, but there was no 
noticeable change in the way that people lived when 
Christ died and rose again. People were still dead in 
their trespasses and sins; they were enslaved by this 
alien force called sin. It’s still messing up their lives, 
and they still need the gospel to start them on the 
road to freedom.”

“Doesn’t that affect believers, too? Don’t we all sin to 
some extent or another? Some atheists seem to have 
better behavior than some believers. Does the Holy 
Spirit really make a difference?”

“Yes, I admit that some atheists are better behaved. 
But as I said, it’s not just a matter of behavior – it’s 
a matter of whether people are doing it to honor 
Christ, whether they are doing it out of allegiance to 
him and his plan. The well-behaved atheist still has 

“EVANGELISM IS REALLY ABOUT 
HONORING CHRIST, ABOUT 

TELLING PEOPLE HOW GOOD HE 
IS - BUT HE AND HIS PLAN FOR 
MULTIPLYING LOVE CANNOT BE 

SEPARATED ”.
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if there’s an ongoing relationship. That often means 
they come to our church. We desire that not for our 
own benefit, but for theirs, and for Christ. It’s part 
of making disciples.

“We want to focus our efforts in places where we 
can make disciples. It’s not wrong to share the 
gospel with a stranger whom we will never see again, 
but that’s not our primary method of operation. 
We want to focus on people we will see again, and 
we try to see them again and again and maybe have 
more opportunities to talk about how good Christ 
is.

“What worked for me may not work for you. I sat 
in the marketplace, and made tents while talking 
with people who were passing by. That might not 
work well in your social setting. Try something 
different.

“Get out and talk to people. Be friendly. Let them 
know what you believe. Learn about their lives, what 
they think, and maybe you’ll see what part of the 
gospel message addresses their hopes and dreams. In 
your society, you really don’t have much to lose, and 
no matter how they respond, Christ is honored by 
your attempt, and sometimes by their response as 
well. It’s his plan, and he wants us to be part of it.”

[1] Sometimes the distinctive voice of Paul can be seen, but for the most part, Paul speaks 

in a manner that is closer to my own; he puts it in language I can understand.

Michael Morrison is President of Grace Communion 
Seminary. 

the problem of seeing the self as the final judge of 
what’s right and wrong, and that is the fundamental 
problem of humanity.

“The problems we see in the world come from 
people looking to themselves as the ones who can 
define what’s right and wrong. Once a person 
turns to the Lord, then there is hope for long-term 
improvement, but when a person looks to the self, 
there’s not much hope. God can take care of the 
details, once the basic orientation of the heart is 
changed. We don’t see it as fast as we’d like, either in 
ourselves or in other believers, but we trust that the 
Spirit is doing his work.

“Consider for example the atheists who live across 
the street from you. Is the Spirit working in their 
lives? Maybe, but there’s no evidence of it. We can 
claim that he is doing something, but unless we can 
describe what kind of work is being done, it’s an 
empty claim.

“We have no biblical proof that the Spirit works 
in everyone in the same way, so we can’t claim to 
know, when we don’t. Maybe all he’s doing is biding 
his time, waiting for something to happen so the 
real work can begin. All we can do is trust that God 
knows how to do his work better than we do. We 
trust him on the timing and on the method.

“We can share the gospel with such a person – or 
really, only part of the gospel, because it’s so big 
that we can’t share it all at once. Some people might 
respond to one part of the gospel, some to another; 
we just don’t always know what’s going to work. But 
we share something with the person, in the hopes 
that Christ will receive more honor, and the person 
will experience more of his joy. We are motivated 
by our love for Christ, and he lives in us to love the 
people, as well. These two motives are inseparable.

“We aren’t here to build a bigger church for 
ourselves – we are here to do what Christ wants, to 
enjoy the ride, and to grow in the process. Maybe 
our church will grow, maybe it won’t – that’s up to 
him. But we do our part to bring him honor.

“And we aren’t doing it just to get decisions for 
Christ, to get people to say yes and to say a prayer, 
and then we go our separate ways. The mission 
we are given is not to get people to say yes – it’s to 
make disciples. We do that only if we stick around, 
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On Tuesday afternoon 13th December, Grace 
Communion Hemel Hempstead celebrated with 
a pre-Christmas drop-in party in the heart of a 
thriving young business community. This provided 
an opportunity to step aside from the pressures of 
business and Christmas preparations and to relax, 
with mince pies and mulled wine.

Eight people from local businesses came along, 
covering van leasing, chiropractic, surveying, 
training, and centre management – joining seven 
from Grace Communion: and true to our ‘blended 
attendance’ concept, four in person and three on 
Zoom! The only downside was that those on Zoom 
had to supply their own refreshments.

Grace Communion Hemel Hempstead’s new 
location was the brainchild of the Regus centre 
management team at Mark Road, Hemel 
Hempstead, specifically Drew and April, who came 
up with the idea of expanding GCI-HH pastor 
Shirley McLean’s office to serve as a chapel too. 
“It makes so much sense,” says Shirley. “Instead 
of hiring separate space for pop-up church once a 
week, we’re now visible and available at the heart 
of a vibrant business community, where I work 
anyway.” “It’s a win–win,” says Drew, Regus Area 
Sales Manager. 

The pre-Christmas party was regional pastor 
Barry Robinson’s idea and was warmly received 
at Regus. Before the pandemic, the Regus centre 
used to organise occasional networking/chill-
out events for business centre users to relax and 
get to know one another, and Centre Manager 
Lorraine was delighted when Shirley suggested that 
Grace Communion could host a pre-Christmas 
party. Regus supplied a delicious Pandoro cake 
to supplement the refreshments, and the chapel’s 
position directly opposite the centre’s kitchen, 
together with ample seating and our permanent 
Zoom setup, made the chapel the ideal location.

BY SHIRLEY MCLEAN
info@gracecom.church

The party was a pleasant chill-out for all who 
attended, with stimulating conversations about 
Jesus, church, prayer and spirituality in the 
workplace as well as business networking. Centre 
receptionist Lyn commented afterwards: “Let’s do 
this again for Easter!”

So, watch this space!

Shirley McLean is a Minister in GCI Hemel 
Hempstead. 
 

CHRISTMAS FARE 
FOR ALL!
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We are excited to announce that the Southern 
Retreat will be held from Friday 14 April 2023 
(arriving from 4.00 pm) to Sunday 16 April 2023 
(departing around 2.00 pm) at the Felden Lodge 
Conference Centre, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 0BB. 
 
The theme for the retreat is: ‘Get away with 
me and…I’ll show you how to take a real rest.’ 
(Matthew 11:28-30 The Message). It will be a time 
of worship, Communion, prayer, and discussion, 
with quiet times for meditation and reflection, in 
a relaxed atmosphere, as we contemplate God’s 
love for us and how we can share his love with one 
another.
 
The price for the retreat is £144 per person (£180 
for a single room), which includes two nights’ 
accommodation, dinner on Friday and Saturday, 
and breakfast and lunch on Saturday and Sunday. 
 

SOUTHERN RETREAT

If you would like to attend this retreat or require 
further information, please email Barry Robinson 
at barry.robinson@gracecom.church or call 07791 
867933 for an application form. The form should 
be returned to Barry with a £10 deposit per person. 
The balance is payable on arrival.

We are delighted to confirm the dates for the 2023 
Scottish Retreat from Friday 5 to Sunday 7 May and 
once again we have been able to secure exclusive use 
of Carronvale House in Stirlingshire.

Come and join us for a weekend of uplifting wor-
ship, inspiring presentations and stimulating work-
shops, all centred around our theme, Live a life of 
love based on Ephesians 5:2. 

The cost for 2023 is £140.00 per person for a shared 
room or £164 for single occupancy, both with 
ensuite bathroom. Prices include two night’s ac-
commodation and all meals from dinner on Friday 
evening through to lunch on Sunday. As usual, we 
will make sure there are plenty of opportunities for 
fun, relaxation and fellowship.

This year we are opening up the Retreat to our 
English and Irish members, so please apply early 

to be sure of your place. For an application form, 
please email Peter Mill at peter.mill@gracecom.
church or call 07990 572211. Completed forms 
should be returned with a £10 per person deposit, 
with the balance payable on arrival. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

SCOTTISH RETREAT
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TO WHOM DO WE BELONG 
IN 2023? 

As we enter a new year, let’s begin it by re-stating 
that, above all, our identity is in Jesus.

2022 was, in many ways, a year of people re-
asserting who they believe they are. Satan, of course, 
would mislead us into accepting that our identity is 
in something other than Jesus Christ. Perhaps we see 
our primary identity in the colour of our skin, our 
ethnic roots, or nationality; in our sexuality, gender, 
or lifestyle choices; in our faith tradition, our chosen 
bundle of doctrines or philosophies; in a favoured 
cause we champion; or just in ourselves alone. Or 
maybe it’s in an aspect of victimhood where we feel 
or know we’ve been wronged in some way.

For Christians our identity is clear. It’s not a matter 
of who we are but of whose we are – to whom we 
belong, and we “are called to belong to Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 1:6 ESV). This belonging brings us all 
together in the body of Christ, which is his church. 
All other concepts of belonging are secondary. In a 
church that was confused over identity issues, Paul 
has this to say: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”. 
(Galatians 3:28 ESV)

In 2023 let’s proclaim whose we are more than who 
we think we are. We belong to Jesus and he to us. 

Jesus is our identity, and let’s take his ID with us 
wherever we go.

Prayer: Great, loving Father in heaven, thank you 
for who you are and the grace and compassion you 
surround us with every day of our lives. In this confused 
and mixed-up world, prompt us please, through the 
wonderful Holy Spirit, to remember to whom we 
belong, that we belong to Jesus and that our primary 
identity is in him alone. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

James Henderson is a Minister in GCI Northampton. 


