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Here at SEP we are free. Here at SEP we are not judged. It is a
welcome respite from the world in which we live. We are a motley
crew; different in so many ways – many of us don’t even speak the
same language! Some of us love to climb and some of us love to stay
on the ground. Some of us enjoy the cold splat of the Irish Sea in our
face but others of us take some persuading. That doesn’t matter – our
differences are all ok here. Here we can be ourselves and still someone
will sit beside us to keep us company. It is refreshing to speak to people
with such different points of view.
Our activity teams are called Dale, Angle, Laugharne, Ginst,
Cauldy, and Amroth– all Welsh names. Please forgive me for poor
pronunciation and even worse spelling. It is all part of the fun – given
a quarter of us here don’t speak English at least it puts us in the same
boat. One night we had to dress our activity leaders in 10 minutes as
something beginning with the first letter of our activity team – we had
a diver, an angel, a miraculous ladybird (I’m not sure what made her
miraculous but that was how she was introduced), a glamorous garbage
girl, a cat and Atman. Who or what is Atman? Well, he is one of our
activity leaders who has come all the way from France. With his team

“I HAVE COME THAT
THEY MAY HAVE LIFE,
AND HAVE IT TO THE
FULL”.
JOHN 10:10

he has travailed gorges, climbed walls and jumped
off cliffs into the ocean. It makes sense that one
would want to dress up as a hero such as this. A
cat though? Each to their own. See what I mean by
everyone being ok here? It honestly doesn’t matter
how you think, how you talk or how you dress (even
as a cat). Everyone here is still kind to you. I like
this place. I feel at home here. I feel accepted here.
As camp draws to an end, I reflect on my favourite
bits. Was it the ceilidh or the crate stack, abseiling
or a chaotic game of capture the flags in the woods?
My friend’s favourite was the sea activities. It was
hilarious knocking each other off the paddle boards.
I think I preferred body boarding even more though
– catching a wave and gliding into the beach was a
great feeling.
I’m starting to feel tired now though; I’m glad
breakfast isn’t until 8:30am. Much better than a
school day. Our worship is this morning. Each
activity team takes a turn leading worship. I’m
nervous speaking in front of everyone but we are not
the first group. We can do this. We share a scripture

or two then sing worship together. I learnt some
new songs this SEP. My favourite was in Portuguese
– Galileu Jesus. I didn’t expect that.
One more day to go. A mud assault course in the
morning followed by games on the beach then a
disco. I don’t think I’ll go to sleep early though – too
much more to say to the new friends I’ve made. I’ll
miss them. 12 days is just not enough.
Our scripture for this camp is John 10:10 where
Jesus says, ‘I have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.’ I’m still thinking about that - is
it true? I can say that at SEP life is good and it is
very full.
I’ll be back next year.
** SEP 2023 - 24th July - 4th August **
Follow SEP on Facebook and Instagram.
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AUSTRALASIA
CELEBRATION
BY DAPHNE SIDNEY
info@gracecom.church

The Australasian Conference and Celebration
Weekend was held on 18-22 August at the
picturesque site of Caloundra, on the Sunshine
Coast of Queensland. With the theme of Compelled
by Love, we fellowshipped in the presence of a very
joyful and loving spirit as we were able to meet
together again with our brothers and sisters from all
around our region after a long and isolating stretch
with COVID.
On Sunday, with an estimated 230 members
attending in-person and 70 Zoom connections,
more than 300 members participated in the
service. We heard an inspiring message from our
president, Greg Williams, entitled, “Jesus our
True Foundation.” The Communion was given
by his wife, Susan Williams. We were delighted
and thankful for the presence of Greg and Susan.
Members very much appreciated their messages
and the opportunity to spend time in fellowship
with them. We were also delighted to have the GCI
Goodna, Queensland, choir present their lively
special music.

Pastors and leaders shared experiences and aspects
of the Faith, Hope, and Love Avenues that are
being implemented in their various areas. Regional
Director, Dennis Richards presented on the
trinitarian foundations of the Team-based, Pastorled model, and Coach Martin Bailey led a Zoom
presentation on the four E’s [Encourage, Engage,
Equip, Empower.] All the presentations were
informative and encouraging.
Activities included a fun family night with dancing
and games and a dinner for Gen XYZ leaders.
Twenty-four young people gathered to have lunch
on the beach and an exciting game of Archery Zone.
After the restrictions of COVID, it was lovely to see
young people from all around the country gather
once again and have some fun!
Everyone appreciated the global update from Greg.
He warmly described the faithfulness of our leaders
and members, in their various life circumstances,
in the countries he has visited this year. It was a
great reiteration of the connectedness we have with
our brothers and sisters internationally, and an
affirmation of the central role the Home Office plays
in strengthening our ties and bringing us together
as a global team. The presentations and prayers over
the five days were an inspiration to all and a great
motivation to keep moving forward with Living and
Sharing the Gospel, being Spirit-led with Jesus as
our True Foundation.
Daphne Sidney is the Australasia Superintendent.
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A CONVERSATION
WITH PAUL
BY MICHAEL MORRISON
info@gracecom.church

A candid conversation with the apostle Paul
about sharing the gospel. Sometimes the
distinctive voice of Paul can be seen, but for
the most part, Paul speaks in a manner that
is closer to my own; he puts it in language I
use.
“Paul, I have a question. You teach that Jesus died
for everyone; he experienced the results of sin that
they deserved, but he didn’t deserve those results, so
everyone could be rescued from death. That’s really
good news for everyone. You are traveling land and
sea to tell people the good news that they’ve all been
reconciled to God by the death of Christ.”
“Yes, that’s right. So, what’s your question?”

“Well, their sins are forgiven. If they die tomorrow
and get taken to the judgment seat of Christ, they
are going to find out that God is not counting their
sins against them. That’s good news for them if they
die. So why are you risking life and limb to tell them
the good news in this life? Won’t they learn the good
news anyway?”
“OK, I see you have part of the picture. In fact,
you have seen parts that many people don’t. In my
mellow moments I say that’s a good question, so be
thankful I’m mellow right now. I know you are not
challenging me but wanting to learn.
“Maybe we could start by asking an important
question: What’s wrong with sin and unbelief? Why
is God so hot and bothered about sin? He created
people because he wanted them to live, right? So
why doesn’t he just wink and laugh and just let
them live?
“Here are a couple of reasons that God doesn’t like
sin. First, sin hurts the people he loves. Sin is not
just a random list, like a land mind buried in the
field, if you happen to walk this way rather than
that, then you get blown up. No, sin is something
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that hurts people, and God tells us what is sin
because we aren’t able to figure that out on our own
– if he let people define sin, everyone would come
up with their own definitions, and those definitions
would be slanted toward their own benefit, and
people would get hurt. That’s basically what most
societies do.
“So, sin hurts people, and I want people to stop
hurting each other. In my sermons and letters, I give
them a few basic rules of conduct, and some basic
principles by which they might figure out some
others. I want people to love one another and telling
them to avoid sin is really a way to give them some
practical instructions on how to love one another.
Do this, avoid that.
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“Another thing that’s wrong with sin is that it disses
God. He’s the Creator, and he’s been around a long
time, and he knows what works best, and he’s told
us what that is, and then people go off and ignore
him and do their own thing. That shows disrespect,
even hostility, to the God I love.
“Now, maybe that bothers me more than it does
God, but I think that God has good reasons to be
bothered by it, too – not for his own benefit, really,
because he doesn’t get any ‘benefit’ from us anyway,
except that he enjoys our love. God is bothered by
disrespect because it’s a barrier to people learning
how to love one another. They are refusing to listen
to good advice, refusing to follow the instructions;
their stubbornness is just another manifestation of
selfishness.
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“So, it just boils down to sin management? You
travel land and sea to tell people to stop sinning?
And this story about Christ being crucified – that’s
just an emotional story designed to get people to stop
sinning?”
“A little bit yes, but mostly no. The main goal of it
all is love. God is love, and he wants to share that
love with us. He loves us, and he wants us to love
one another. That’s the plan, and that little word
‘sin’ is an umbrella word that covers everything that’s
not according to the plan. God’s plan is love, and he
wants it to succeed, and his opposition to sin is just
another way of saying that he wants to eliminate all
obstacles to love.
“Love can’t really be defined as a set of behaviors.
You folks in the 21st century can program robots to
do certain behaviors, but love means more than that
– it’s an attitude of wanting to honor, respect, and
help other people. That attitude may be expressed
in different ways at different times, and that can’t
be spelled out in a manual or computer program.
However, there are certain behaviors that are always
problematic, and God does want people to stop
doing those. That’s a minimum; it’s a step in the
right direction, but it’s not the whole program.
“If you’ve got two armies fighting one another and
you want them to love one another, it won’t do
much good to go into the battle with a slogan of
‘make love not war.’ No, the first thing you want
them to do is stop shooting at one another. That’s
a minimum, just to get them started on the right
path to reconciliation and love. When we tell people
to avoid certain behaviors (many people call them
sins, but I prefer to use that word for the general
principle behind it all), we are telling them to stop
shooting. After the smoke clears, then we can start
on the next step, the bigger step, the real goal.
“Is Christ crucified just an emotional story designed
to get our attention? No. It is an emotional story,
and it does get our attention, but that’s not the
main purpose. The main purpose is that it actually
does something about our sin and guilt, and this is
difficult to describe because it deals with invisible
realities – you might call it metaphysics.
“‘Sin’ is not just a particular behavior, but a
spiritual reality. It’s a disruption, a distortion in the
relationship we have with God. It’s static in the line

“THE MAIN GOAL OF IT ALL IS
LOVE. GOD IS LOVE, AND HE
WANTS TO SHARE THAT LOVE
WITH US. HE LOVES US, AND
HE WANTS US TO LOVE ONE
ANOTHER.”

– static so bad that we can’t hear what God is saying.
But this static doesn’t just happen to us – people
do it on purpose because they really don’t want to
listen. Sometimes the static happens to us through
no fault of our own, but all of us also participate in
that static, because sin has already distorted the way
we think, and our natural tendency is to think of
ourselves first, rather than to love others, rather than
to be like God in the way that we are supposed to
be.

representative, but as one who somehow includes
all the pottery he has made. The potter became
a pot, was smashed into tiny pieces, and was put
back together again – not just with some superglue,
but by going into the fire hot enough to fuse those
pieces back together again, better than before.
“So, Christ crucified is not just a story – it’s the
engine that drives the whole thing. That was the key
step in the plan, that made it possible for the rest of
it to proceed, for the Holy Spirit to begin melding
our pieces back together again, to get us toward
wholeness, to move us into the plan that God had
all along.”
“Jesus was and is the plan. He’s the one who puts
each one of us back together. But there is a caveat.
For his work to be effective, desire is needed. Next
time, let’s talk about the importance of the pottery
desiring to be put back together.”
Michael Morrison is the Grace Communion
Seminary President.

“We have failed, we have resisted God’s work
in our lives, and that’s wrong. We are guilty of
doing something wrong, of setting our thoughts
on something that isn’t God. Our minds are so
distorted that we don’t love the best and most
glorious being in the universe. This is sad, even an
outrage – we don’t even want what God is offering.
We don’t deserve to get it.
“It’s like we are pottery that is broken beyond
repair. Most people would think it’s easier to throw
the scraps away and start all over, but in his death,
Christ redeemed us. He went to the scrap heap
and picked up the pieces. Sure, it might be easier
to start over with a new batch of clay, but Christ
demonstrates his love for us by saving us, repairing
us, and he did it through his death on the cross.
“There is some metaphysical, spiritual, invisible
logic there, that the Creator could represent us all
and be thrown away like so much junk, and then
be brought back from the scrap heap, not just as a
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FIRSTS AND LASTS
BY SINEAD HENDERSON
info@gracecom.church

For some this year’s Adventure Camp was a first
time. Nervously peering around the front door, not
knowing what to expect and for some not at all sure
they wanted to stay. For others they arrived excited,
having been many times before but knowing that
this was their last year as a camper. No doubt determined to make the most of every minute at camp
this year.
We had activities that we’d not had before which
brought a freshness to camp – these included the
popular fire craft, tie-dye, seed bomb making and
nature detectives. They all went down so well and
will be asked back due to popular demand! Alongside these activities, we didn’t have any last activities
(or so we hope) but we had some tried, tested and
much-loved sessions of Leatherwork, Go-Karts, Fitness, Tunnelling and Lego… to name but a few!
We had first time staff too that hopefully are now
hooked for life and will return next year. We’d love
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to have you! Other staff had their last camp with us
and leave with lots of smiles, memories and always
wishing us well.
So then, camp really is a reflection of our life. Full of
firsts and lasts, beginnings and endings, new things
and old. There is comfort in the familiar and excitement in the ‘not yet’. We embrace it all and more,
every single year at Adventure Camp, and we love it.
But Adventure Camp is not about firsts and lasts.
It is about THE first and last, the alpha and the
omega – Jesus Christ, and to Him we led worship
with the children. We had meaningful and inspiring
Christian Living classes, we integrated prayer into
our everyday activities and witnessing occurred from
staff and campers alike to those that had little or no
understanding before coming to camp.

The kids learnt about the Jesus who is their best
friend, whom they can talk with anytime and anywhere. They learnt that those of us that have gone
before lean on Him every day, talk with Him all the
time and begin and end our days as His friend, in
His presence and in His love.
We hope and pray that the first and last thought of
everyone at camp, is knowing that Jesus is the first
and the last. To Him we give our deepest thanks and
lift up our praise for another absolutely, wonderful
Adventure Camp.
Please follow our Facebook page - GCI Adventure
Camp for information for next year. The dates are
25th-28th August 2023!

GOLD MEDALIST
BY GRACE NAMUKOLO
info@gracecom.church

The Zambian church is excited and humbled to have
raised an African Champion! Muzala Samukonga
won a gold medal in the 400 metre event at the
2022 African Championships in Mauritius in June.
He also won a gold medal at the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games, finishing in 44.66 seconds
in the 400 metre race.
Muzala, age 19, is the first born in a family of six
boys and one girl. Together with his mother and
siblings, he congregates at GCI Central church in
Lusaka.
We are very proud of the young man as GCI family
and thank God for being with him. Let’s remember
him in our prayers, asking for him to stay focused
on God as he is an example to the youths in our
congregation and indeed all of Africa.
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MTC LAUNCH ACCRA, GHANA
BY JOHN MCLEAN
info@gracecom.church

An exciting milestone has been accomplished in
Ghana with the launch of a Ministry Training
Centre (MTC). A ribbon cutting ceremony was
performed to the cheers of more than 500 members
who witnessed the significant moment. Joined
by Emmanuel Okai, Regional Director of West
Africa, and Theo Okai, Ghana National Pastor,
Superintendent Kalengule Kaoma cut the ribbon to
usher in this important phase of leadership training
and empowerment in Africa. “The Accra Ghana
MTC was inaugurated during the Sunday service
on August 28, 2022, at our Kutunse Convention
Auditorium with the clear presence of the Holy
Spirit,” Emmanuel Okai said of the event.
I am writing this update because The Ambassador
College of Christian Ministry (ACCM) is delighted
to partner with this important program. Classes
have already begun with the Jesus and the Gospels
course, which I am teaching with Kalengule. He
reflected on that first day, “We were blessed with
John Mclean’s Zoom presence in class, and we had
a good time. The MTC meetings went very well.
I’m grateful to God, the organisers, and sponsors for
making possible this grand step in GCI Ghana.”

Theo Okai (far left) and Kalengule Kaoma (far right) with
MTC students from Togo and Benin.

The first short steps in the proverbial “journey
of a thousand miles” have been taken in both
programmes. Or as Emmanuel Okai put it, “Like
the Biblical mustard seed, ACCM classes started for
leaders in the West Africa region in August 2022.”
Our confidence for success is based on our resolve
to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit as Christ directs
our region to become the best possible expressions
of healthy churches and healthy members led by
healthy leaders.
We appreciate your prayers for the successful
development of the MTC and ACCM’s ongoing
contribution. Together, we celebrate the work of the
Holy Spirit and the “International” in GCI.
John McLean is the ACCM Director.
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GALWAY CELEBRATION

BY PETER MILL
info@gracecom.church

Once again, beautiful Galway Bay was the backdrop
for this year’s Galway Celebration, held from
Wednesday 29 June to Sunday 3 July and hosted by
the prestigious Salthill Hotel. And once again, this
was a wonderful opportunity to be surrounded by
the warm and loving members of GCI Ireland and
enjoy a precious few days where God was praised,
His word shared and much love and fellowship was
felt by all. A truly beautiful time.
The sub-theme for Galway 2022 was taken from 1
Thessalonians 3:12, “And may the Lord increase your
love until it overflows toward one another and for all
people, just as our love overflows toward you.” And the
love truly did overflow as we gathered together for
inspiring worship, uplifting fellowship, workshops,
sermons and plenty of opportunities to “break
bread” together.
On Wednesday afternoon the Celebration began
with a bang with an extended worship service led
by Gerry Folan. On Thursday, the whole group
got together after services for lunch at the famous
seafood restaurant, Padraicins, right on the beach at
Ballynahown. True to form, the lunch and “craic”
lasted most of the afternoon.
On Friday morning there was an organised outing
to Coole Park Nature Reserve, former home of Lady
Gregory of Coole, one of the leading lights in the
Irish Literary Revival of the early 20th Century. We
walked among the trails and woods made famous in
poetry by W B Yeats, and then enjoyed a delicious
lunch at the Coole Park Tearooms.
Of course, it wouldn’t be the Galway Celebration
without the famous Irish House Party, which took
place on Saturday evening in Joe Casey’s Airbnb
accommodation. There was an abundance of food
and the odd glass of Guinness, with entertainment
provided by…everyone present! Pretty much
everyone contributed a party piece in one form or

another: a singalong led by the host Ray Jordan, live
accordion music from Tim Chambers, songs from
singers of varying ability, poems, a story or two and
a few jokes, with young and old participating.
Sunday was the last day of our Celebration, and
it came all too soon. Jackie Mill led the worship,
Peter Mill gave communion and Gavin Henderson
provided an uplifting sermon, sending us away with
the encouraging final words, “Be bold. Be brave. Be
not afraid.”
All in all, Galway 2022 was a vintage celebration,
full of fine fellowship and plenty of good food,
both physical and spiritual. Many thanks to the
Celebration Planning team for all their hard work
and here’s to Galway 2023 which will take place at
the Salthill hotel from 7th-10th September 2023.
More details can be found on www.gracecom.church
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HOSPITALITY AND
SHARING MEALS
BY BETTY BRUNET
info@gracecom.church

How great it is to be welcomed in a home where
the love of Christ is obvious. You can see it but also
smell it in the food prepared by the host and the
warm simplicity that makes us feel at home. I have
deep memories of the joy, the comfort, and the love
I experienced around tables. They were real divine
appointments.
In some of our French translations, our theme
passage for the year says, “We are pushed, squeezed
by the love of God.” The Message says, “Christ’s
love has moved me to such extremes. His love
has the first and last word in everything we do.”
2 Corinthisans 5:14-15. Hospitality is one of the
products or fruits of this love. It helps strengthen
bonds between brothers and sisters but also with
the spiritually homeless around us. During Jesus’
ministry, many major events took place during
meals, and miracles were performed. He showed
us a wonderful way to relate with others and touch
hearts.

Photo: istockphoto.com

limitations, we can visit them in their homes.
Hospitality can also be sharing pizza on a park
bench or a drink after sport activities. Food brings
people together. Let’s be intentional and innovative.
Meal-sharing blesses guests and hosts and is an ideal
setting to share the bread of life in us. Just listen to
the divine appointments Jesus has already taken for
us, and we will be able to live for him and not for
ourselves. Bon Appétit!

The COVID-19 pandemic made us more suspicious
about having people in our homes. Fear took root
and affected our relationships.

PRAYER: Jesus, as a sent church, we desperately
need to experience and share YOU with our fellow
neighbors. Holy Spirit, please squeeze our hearts by
God’s love and open our eyes to see the tables you have
already set for all of us! Amen.

Yet hospitality can still be shared in different ways
in today’s context: at home with the required
precautions or at outdoor gatherings and in
our workplaces. For those who have mobility

Betty Brunet is the Women’s ministry coordinator
and Faith Avenue assistant, Martinique
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